INTRODUCTION
Anaplasmosis is also transmitted in a variety of mechanical ways for example through vaccination, tattooing or castration tools. Geography and climate are the two important factors determining what tick species are responsible for local cases of Anaplasmosis (1) . Anaplasmosis is generally a benign rickettsiosis of sheep and goats, which is endemic in tropical and sub-tropical Africa, Asia, part of southern and central Europe and the western USA (2). It is caused by intraerthrocytic rickettsiae of genus Anaplasma and infection with Anaplasma ovis is the most widely recognized cause such infection may result in severe anemia and jaundice (3). The disease is transmitted by ticks, although iatrogenic transmission by biting arthropods (4, 2, 5).
The detection of A. ovis in blood (erythrocyte) films together with evidence of anemia and haematological reactions is considering diagnosis. Giemsa stain is most commonly used and organism appears as homogenous dense bodies 0.5-1 microns in size (6). Factual information on prevalence and distribution of anaplasmosis has not been available in Sulaimani province. The present survey was conducted to study ovine anaplasmosis and some related hematological changes in Suliamani province.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Field studies were conducted in 10 areas of Suliamani province from September to December 2007. Five hundred thin blood smears were prepared from external ear vein of sheep of different ages. These smears were normally stained with Giemsa stain as methanol described by (7). From cases confirmed to be positive to A. ovis, 
RESULTS
The prevalence of Anaplasmosis (Anaplasma reaction) is shown in Table (1) . Out of 500sheep, 24(4.8%) were positive reactors by blood smears, and the rates rang from 2% in Ranya ,Qaradakh and Halabja to 10% in Maydan.
Table1: Prevalence of Anaplasma ovis in sheep in Different Districts and Sub districts in Sulaimani province (%).
Area Number (%) of + ve reactions
The prevalence of reactors according to age of animal is shown in Table ( 2).
Statistical analysis revealed an associated between age and No. of +ve sample such associated is due to the high incidence of such samples among the older groups.
Difference between the other two age groups was not significant. 
